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Friends of Dundee City Archives 
 

BACKSTAGE TOUR OF 
CAIRD HALL 
 
Thursday 2nd May  
 
The backstage tour of the Caird and Ashton 
Halls and the Green Room was a great 
success. 
 
The highlight was Stuart Muir’s talk about 
the construction of the Caird Hall organ. 
He then delighted the group by playing a 
medley of music ending with one which 
could probably be heard in Broughty Ferry 
(if the wind was in the right direction).  
 

 
  
Below, Iain McIntosh, who is the power 
behind our web page enjoys a rest in the 
Green Room.  
 

 
 
Our thanks to everyone who made the tour 
such a success.  
 
 

If you have not already signed up  
 

REMEMBER! REMEMBER!  
 

FDCA CONFRENCE 
 

Celebrating 30 Years  
 
Saturday 19th October  
 
9:30am - 4:00pm  
 
FDCA Conference will be held in the 
Glasite Hall, St Andrews Parish Church, 
Cowgate, Dundee. The theme of this year’s 
conference is “30 Years of Working 
Together”. Celebrating 50 years of Dundee 
City Archives and 30 years since the 
founding of the Friends of Dundee City 
Archives. 
 
Featuring talks on: 
 
50 years of Dundee City Archives by 
Iain Flett.  
Dundee over the past 50 years by 
David Powell, DC Thomson 
Archivist. 
 
Cost: Members £19, Non-members £20 
(includes 2 course lunch and coffees/teas)  
 
Full programme and booking form 
available on www.fdca.org.uk or from the 
Archives Office.  
 
For more information please email 
archives@dundeecity.gov.uk or phone 
01382 434494 
 

Closing day for bookings is 
4 October 2019.  
  

http://www.fdca.org.uk/
mailto:archives@dundeecity.gov.uk
https://www.bing.com/images/search?q=dundee+city+organist&id=09F58859334D6CB2CC53751893F274CD00E3C577&FORM=IQFRBA
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THE LONGEST EVER SICK 
LEAVE? 
The Sad Case of Alexander 
McNeil 
by 
Alastair R. Cameron 
 
In November 1809 St Andrew’s Church 
elected a new minister, Reverend 
Alexander McNeil. It was a decision they 
would regret as, barely three months later, 
McNeil succumbed to an illness from 
which he never recovered.  
 
One might suppose that this constituted no 
more than an inconvenience which the 
church would sort out by electing another 
minister. McNeil’s appointment, however, 
was one made “Ad Vitam Aut Culpam” 
(“For life or till fault”) meaning that, unless 
he misbehaved, the post was his for life. 
Infirmity or old age did not constitute 
sufficient grounds for removal. As it 
transpired, although illness rendered him 
forever unable to perform any duties, 
Reverend McNeil lived for another forty- 
three years.  
 
As the post was for life so was the stipend, 
though in this particular case there was 
some room for manoeuvring. On his 
election McNeil had been awarded £100 
per annum but, after much deliberation, 
his representatives agreed to reduce this to 
£70 and, during a period of financial 
troubles for the church in the mid-1840s, 
they agreed to another reduction to £50. In 
1848 further relief came when Grieve’s 
Mortification was allocated to Reverend 
McNeil, but the church would not be 
completely freed from its obligation until 
his death in April 1853. 
 
St Andrew’s Church would eventually pay 
Alexander McNeil or his representatives 
over two and a half thousand pounds – in 
return for a mere three months of actual 
work. On top of this it had to pay other 
ministers to perform his duties: and these 
ministers could only be paid if there was 
any money left after paying McNeil. Given 
that it was sometimes difficult to pay 

McNeil’s stipend - even at the agreed 
reduced level - we can appreciate the 
extent of the problem. 
However, it can scarcely have matched the 
awfulness of the fate which befell 
Alexander McNeil himself. We lack direct 
evidence of the nature of his illness, but it 
is likely that he suffered some form of 
stroke. In the absence of modern-day 
understanding of such things he was 
deemed to be ‘mentally deranged’ and 
spent almost all of his remaining forty- 
three years incarcerated in Dundee's 
Lunatic Asylum. 
 
He did, in a sense, return to St Andrew's 
Church as his son John was granted 
permission to purchase ‘one grave breadth’ 
to have him interred in the western portion 
of its burial ground, where presumably he 
remains. 
 

SNIPPETS FROM THE 
ARCHIVES 
 
The following education related snippets come 
from town council minutes and School 
logbooks:  
 
On 6 November 1678, Dundee Town Council 
banned a John Ritchie from keeping a school 
within the Burgh of Dundee. 
 
On 5 March 1706, Mr George Monzies, master 
of the Grammar School appeared in front of the 
Town Council about his “not punctual 
attendance on the schools”.  
 
In 1957, following the renovations of the school 
toilets, a headmaster wrote:  
 
“The boys’ toilets are smelly, the surface looks 
porous and requires resurfacing. The seats 
require wooden or plastic seats. The chain pulls 
are too high and the children have to stand on 
the seats to reach them. The girls’ toilets are 
clean and tidy but do not have wooden or 
plastic seats. The chains are too high. Two of 
the low seats are too wide – small children 
would be liable to slip into the pan.” 
 
One headmaster recorded in his school’s 
logbook: “Mr X has decided to give up 
teaching. (After three days – this must be a 
record!).”  
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NEW IN THE ARCHIVES 
 
We’ve had a few new accessions to the 
archives in the last few months. These have 
included Vehicle Licensing records from 
the 1960s to 1980s, Strathmartine Church 
newsletters from 1999-2015 and 
photographs and books about NCR.  
 
We have also been fortunate, with the help 
of the Friends, to be able to purchase a few 
items at auction. The first was a collection 
of 102 glass slides, created by members of 
the Dundee Roads Cycling Club. There is a 
range of images from race meetings, to 
group get-togethers and hikes up 
mountains in the Highlands (don’t worry, I 
don’t think they took their bikes on those 
occasions). We hope to get these images 
digitised in the near future, that way more 
people can enjoy them. 
 
The Friends also recently purchased a 
photographic montage of workers at 
Dundee Post Office, dating from 1905. The 
photograph is made up of smaller 
photographs, taken in a Dundee studio. 
Sadly, the individual images do not have 
any names or job titles.  
 

DATES FOR THE DIARY 
 
Doors Open Day 
 
Saturday 14th September 2019 

 
Tours of the archives are being conducted 
as part of Doors Open Day.  

 
Gillian Molloy will be giving a talk on some 
of the streets and closes of old Dundee at 
11:00am. 
 
Sarah Aitken, Assistant Archivist is giving 
a talk on Researching your Dundee Family 
History at 12:30pm 

 
Both talks will take place in Committee 
Room 1 at 14 City Square. Please arrive 
early to grab your seat – these are sure to 
be popular events!  

Macmillan Coffee Morning  
 

 
 
The Archives are holding a cake stall in the 
Archives Public Lounge, 14 City Square on 
Friday 27 September 2019. Time: 10am 
until we run out.  
 
All donations gratefully accepted. Please 
come along and support the event.  
  
All money raised goes to Macmillan Cancer 
Support.  
 
 
 

Wednesday Afternoon Lecture 
Series 
 
Wednesday - 6th November 2019 
 
Streets and Closes of Old Dundee 
 
FDCA sponsor this talk. Gillian Molloy will 
be speaking about some of the streets and 
closes of old Dundee.  
The lecture is given in the Tower Building, 
University of Dundee starting 2.45pm. 
Cost: £2.  
 
  

https://coffeeregister.macmillan.org.uk/?_ga=2.149400373.2040709312.1567073233-888567902.1567073233&_gac=1.90227560.1567073281.CJiE_-3qp-QCFcWEhQod-WcOtg
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LUNCHTIME LECTURES 
 
These are held in the Glasite Hall, St 
Andrews Church, King Street. Disabled 
access is available via the car park 
entrance. The doors of the Glasite Hall 
open at 12:30pm with refreshments of 
tea/coffee and a biscuit available. Lectures 
commence at 1.00pm. 
Please note that the speaker may change 
due to factors out-with our control. 
 

Thursday – 3rd October 2019  
 
Mill’s Observatory: Dundee’s 
Eyes in the Sky 
 
 

 
 
 
Ken Kennedy will be talking about the 
observatory which was formally opened on 
28 October 1935.  
 
John Mills who had been a manufacturer in 
Dallfield, Dundee left the residue of his estate 

for erecting, maintaining and endowing in 
Dundee or suburbs, an observatory with 
suitable instruments. The bequest 
amounted to £6,000. He did this out of 
friendship to the Rev. Dr Thomas Dick, 
who had advocated that every city should 
have an observatory.  
 
 

 
  
 

Thursday – 7th November 2019 
 
East of Scotland during the 
Jacobite uprising of 1745-1746 
 

 
 
Iain McIntosh talks about the part played 
by the East of Scotland in the rebellion.  
 

Thursday – 5th December 2019 
 
Street Names of Old Dundee 
 

 
 
Gillian Molloy will be talking about some of 
the old Dundee street names and how they 
came to be chosen.  
 
 

https://www.bing.com/images/search?q=mills+observatory&id=9725DF529AD3D016335DD34727892DF99BADA334&FORM=IARRTH

